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Young Mount Mercy Basketball Team Ready to Outwork Opponents 

 
The Mount Mercy Academy Varsity Basketball team opened its 24 game slate on Tuesday with a 

game against Orchard Park.  The Magic are young this season with only one senior on the roster.  Senior 
Tierney Ashe (Buffalo), returns to the court for her fourth varsity season and will combine with four 
juniors with varsity playing time to provide the team with leadership and experience.  Coach John Glose 
returns to the bench for his seventh season.  He will be assisted by Paul Crowley, who is in his fifth 
season with the Magic. 

Ashe is in her fourth season as the team’s starting point guard.   Glose feels she is primed for her 
best season.  Juniors Hannah Fredo (Buffalo) and Cecilia Strang (Westfield) are both back for their third 
years on the varsity.  Glose expects Fredo, a center, to lead the team in rebounds, scoring and blocked 
shots.  Glose commented that Strang “provides toughness and leadership and is the heart and soul of 
the team.”  Two other juniors, Emily Kessler (West Seneca) and Catherine Zak (Hamburg) will begin their 
second year on the varsity.  Glose feels that they will provide leadership and that the pair “is ready to 
step up big time in all aspects of the game”.  

Newcomers to the varsity squad include juniors Megan Reilly (Buffalo) and Zoe Gray (West 
Seneca) and freshman Cianna Tobia (Eden).  Reilly and Gray will provide much needed depth for the 
team and are working hard to become contributors to the team.  Glose expects Tobia to have a huge 
role this season and believes she has the work ethic and skills to be an outstanding player for years to 
come. 

The Magic compete in the Monsignor Martin A Division, which Glose believes is the best league 
and plays the best basketball in Western New York.  He commented that the league has outstanding 
talent, with many players continuing their careers in college, including several at the Division I level. 

The keys to success this season will be the team’s willingness to get better each and every day. 
Glose feels that they will accomplish this with outstanding work ethic and accountability.  

“We may not have the individual talent, so we will rely on our team-first approach,” Glose 
remarked.  “We will play excellent team offense and defense.  We will share the ball and execute on 
offense.” 

“The team knows that believing in each other and being willing to outwork our opponents is the 
only way to succeed.  Hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t work hard,” Glose concluded. 

Mount Mercy opens it home schedule on December 7th against Emerson. 
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